
Trailer Safety Sheet 

 The following instructions and safety precautions are not intended to be a complete list of potential hazards or safety concerns as 
it relates to towing a trailer.  The individual towing a trailer should be a licensed driver, 18 years or older, and have a level of understanding 
of towing a trailer as required to have that license.  DO NOT tow a trailer if you are uncomfortable doing so and/or are unaware of the 
potential hazards associated with it. 

Trailer connections and lights 
 An All Star employee will connect your trailer in our yard.  DO NOT disconnect the trailer without complete knowledge and 
understanding of how to re-connect the trailer safely.  Disconnecting the trailer exposes you and by-standers to additional safety risks.  
Fully functional lights are required to leave our yard.  This includes, brake, turn and running lights.  In rare exceptions, a customer may 
leave with only brake lights operating.  In these cases, the driver must know hand signals and not drive at night.  Drivers behind the vehicle 
must be able to see the hand signals.  Some safety precautions about trailer connections: 

1. Check the lights, hitch winder and safety chains periodically.  Never use a wrench or “kick” the hitch winder tight onto the hitch 
ball. 

2. After loading the trailer, you may need to shorten the safety chains so they are not dragging on the ground. 

Securement of Loads 
 Never exceed the rated capacity of the trailer you are hauling.  Typically, there is a GVWR rating on many trailers.  This weight 
value INCLUDES the weight of the trailer.  Take this into account when placing a load on the trailer. As the licensed driver, you are 
ultimately responsible for ensuring the load is safe and within the limits of your license.  Some safety precautions related to loads: 

1. Place 60% of the load’s weight in the front half of the trailer.  This can prevent “fish tailing”. 
2. Utility trailers (3’ high sides) are NOT to be used to haul: Dirt, Rocks, Sod, Gravel, Lumber, Firewood, Broken concrete, scrap iron.  

We rent Dump Trailers or Dump Trucks designed for these materials. 
3. Load must not extend more than 3’ past the rear of the trailer. 
4. Loads of loose materials must be covered with a tarp system to prevent items from flying out during transport. 
5. When renting equipment at All Star Rents that is loaded onto a trailer by All Star Rents staff, please follow instructions on proper 

loading a securement.  We encourage you to take pictures if needed to help remind you of where chains, etc are supposed to go.  
Do not leave our yard without an understanding of proper securement procedures. 

6. The total weight of the trailer and load should not exceed the rated GVWR of the towing vehicle.  The decal on the driver’s side 
door will show you the GVWR of the vehicle.  Actual load capacities and towing ability of vehicle may allow for exceptions. 

7. We advise you to load and unload on a level surface.  Block the front wheels of the towing vehicle for safety on uneven surfaces. 

Driving Precautions 
1. Trailers are for local use only.  All trailers have a service radius of 75 miles from the closest All Star Rents location.  Breakdowns 

outside of this radius are the responsibility of the customer.  Call the closest All Star location anytime the trailer becomes unsafe 
or you are involved in an accident before proceeding. 

2. Follow all local laws and road signage as it relates to towing a trailer. 
3. Mirrors may be required if the trailer or load obstructs the driver’s view. 
4. Do not back a trailer with surge brakes uphill.  Brakes may engage and cause preventable damage. 

LIABILITY  INSURANCE. Customer shall maintain liability insurance covering the operation and use of the equipment by Customer, 
with limits for bodily injury and property damage at least as high as those required by the Financial Responsibility Laws of the state in 
which the equipment is operated and used by Customer. Upon request of Rental Center, Customer shall furnish the name of his 
insurance agent, insurance company, and complete information concerning the liability insurance coverage carried. In the event of 
Customer's breach of this Rental Agreement by failure to have or obtain such liability insurance, any insurance coverage which may 
apply to customer under Rental Center's insurance coverage while Customer is operating and using the equipment is limited to the 
amounts set forth in the Financial Responsibility Laws contained in California Vehicle Code Section 16056, with a maximum limit of fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000.00) for bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and, subject to such limit for one person, 
the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident, and 
the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for damage to property of others as a result of any one accident, or the amounts specified 
in any amendment to said law. 
 
 

Toll Free: 866-ALL STAR (255-7827) Sparks, NV: 775-358-5123 

Vallejo: 707-643-1755 Chico: 530-345-5281 

Davis: 530-753-7368 Fairfield: 707-422-2270 

San Rafael: 415-453-6940 Sacramento: 916-334-5601 

Novato: 415-892-4621 Elk Grove: 916-525-3434 

Woodland: 530-662-1953 Antioch: 925-755-7368 

Placerville: 530-622-8444 San Pablo: 510-215-5800 

 


